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would have flung hersel? full length nupon

tha olge, but the man sepped forward
and stayed her, then placed a tinoup In
her hand, Shs muombiled something in
angwer Lo his greeting and the hoarse
raven-like eroak in her voloa startisd her:
then she drank, with trembling nnrm-'.
drenching the front of her dress. ‘The
WAlsT was warm, but It waas olsan and
delicioun,

“iany mow, Take your time™ sald the
ml:n. as he refilled the cup. It won't glve
out.™

Hin knelt and wet her fnos and neck:
the mensation was mo grataful that sha was
tempted to fiing herself bodily into the pool
The man wans »stil] tmiking, but aha tonk no
heod of what he mald.  Then at last she
mank back, her feet curled under her, her
hody sagging, her head drooping. She felt
the stranger's hands bensath her arms, feit
horsolf lifted to n more ecamfortabie posl-
tion Without asking permission, the
stranger uninced first one, then the other
of her dusty boots, sseming not to notios
her weak attempt at resistancs. Once he
had placed her bars fest In the water, aha
:ln!;lnt her rosentment In the Intenss re-

of,

The man 1sft hor seated In a callapsesd,
perniconscions state, and went baock to his
fire, For some time she was too tired to
do more than refill the drinking cup ocen-
mlonally, or to wet hor face and arma, but
ax her pores drank greedily her exhaustion
lessoned and her vitallty returned.

It was dark when for the firet time she
turned her head toward the camp fire and
stared curlously at the figure thers, The
Appetizing odor of brofjing bacon had
drawn her attentlion, and as If no move went
unnoticed the man said, without lifting his
ayoe:
- ”L:f ‘n;'r; n:;nh‘ Supper'll bs ready
rectly. ow'd you llks y«
et ¥y your sggs—Iif we

Evidently he expected no reply, for after
A chuckle hs began to whistle softly, In a
peculiorly eclear and liguld tons, Almost
like some bird call. He had spoken with
an unmistakablo Texan drawl; the woman
put him down at once for n cowboy. BShe
sottléd her back against a boulder and
ronted.

The pool had becoma black and myster]-
ous, the sky was studded with stars when

he called her, and she laboriously drew on’

her stockings and boots, Well back from
the fire he had arranged s mseat for her
using n saddie blanket for a covering, and
upon this she lowered hermell stiffly. A
she dld so ahe took fuller notics of tha
:u:n, and found his Appearance reassurs
ng.

“I suppose you wonder how I—ha
to bo here,” ahe sald. 7y

“Wow don't talk ‘til you're rosted, miss
This coffes is strong enough to walk on
its handes, and I.reckon about two cups
of IIL rastle you into shape.” As she
ralsed the tin mug to her lips he waved n
hand and smiled “Drink heoarty!™ Hae
mét a plate of bread and bacon In her
lap, then opened a glass jar of jam. “Here's
the dulces. I've got a sort of sweel tooth
in my head. 1 reckon you'll have to make
out with this, ‘causs I rode In too late to
rustle any f(resh meat, and the delivery
Wagon won't be ‘round before morning.” So
saying, he withdrew to the fire,

The woman ate and drank slowly, She
Wis too tired to be hungry, and meanwhile
the young man squatted upon his hesls
and watched her through the smoke from
s husk clgaretts. It was perhaps fortunate
for her peance of mind that she could not
correctly iInterpret his expression, for had
Ehe been able to do wo who would have
reallzed something of the turmoll into which
her presence had thrown him. He was
acoustomed to meeling men In unexpected
places—even In the desert's (solation—but
to have a night camp In the chaparral In-
vaded by & young and unescorted woman,
to have a foot-sore goddess stumble out
of the dark and collapse Into his arma,
Wwas a unique experience and one calculated
to disturb a person of his solitary habits,

“Have you had your supper?* ahe finally
Inquired.

“Who, ma? Oh, I'll eat with the halp.*
He wsmiled, and when his fashing teeth
ahowed white agninast his leathery tan the
womnan decided he was not at all bad.
looking, He was very tall and quite lean,
with the Jong lega of & horseman—this lats
ter foature mooentumted by his high-heeled
boots and by the short canvas cowboy
coat that renched only to his cartridge
beit. His features ahe could mot wall make
out, for the fire was little more than a
bed of coals, and he fed it, Indlan-like, with
i twig or two at a tine

“I bog your pardon. I'm selfish.” She
sxtended her cup and piate as an Invitation
for him to share their contents 'Pleass
eat with me."

But he refused.
affirmed. “Honost 1™

Accustomed am she was to the diMdence
of ranch hands, she refralned from urging
him, and procseded with her repast. When
she had fnished she luy back and watched
him as ho ate sparingly.

“My horse fell crossing the Arroyo
Grande,” she announced, abruptly, *“He
broke a leg, and I had to shoot him.*

“Is there any 'water In the Grande?r™
asked the man.

“No. They told me there was plenty.
I knew of (his charco, so I mads for 1"

“Who told you there was water In the
arroyo ™

“Those Mexioans at the little goat ranch.”

“Balll. Bo you walked In from Arroyo
Grands, Lord! It'a & good ten miles
stralghtaway, and [ reckon Yyou came
crooked. BhT* ’

“Yes. And It was very hot. 1 was never
here but once, and-—the country looks aif-
ferent when you're afoot.”

It partainly does." the man nodded. Than
he continued, musingly: “No wuatar there,
¢h? 1 Agurad thers might be a little.*™
The fact uppeared to please him, for he
nodded again as he went on with his meal
“Not much rain down here, 1 reckon. '

“Yery Nttlea Where are you from?®™

“MoT Hebbronville. My name ls Law,"™

t the woman, this fellow

“I aln't hungry,” he
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Without a word he raised his right hand and cuffed the Mexican to his knees.

“My man might coms earliler than I ex-
pect,” Mr. Law poraisted

“Really, 1 can't seé what Aaifferences It
wotlld make. It wouldn't Interfers with
your appointment to let me—"

Law smiled slowly, and, setting his plats
aside, salepted m fresh cigareotte. Then as
he reached for a coal he explained:

"I haven't got what you'd exactly call an
appointment. This feller I'm expectin® s a
Maxican, and day befors yesterday ho killed
A man over in Jim Wells County, They got
me by phone at Hebbronville and told me
he'd left. He's headin' for the border, and
he's dus here about sundown, now Lthat Ar-
royo CGrande's dry, 1 was almin' to let you
ride his horse.”

“Then—you're an ofMoer?™

“Yea'm. Ranger. So you ses 1 can't help
you to get home till my man comes Do
you live around here?” The apeaker loviked
up inquiringly, and after an instant’'s hesl-
tation the woman sald, quietly:

“I am Mro. Austin' She was grateful
for the gloom that hid her face, I rode
out this way to examine a tract of grasing
land."

1t seemed fully & minute bafore the Rang-
er answered. ‘Then ha said In & casual
tons, I reckon Las Palmas s guite o
ranch, ma‘am.”

“Yes, But we nsed more pasture.’

“I know your La Feria ranch, too. I wils
with Ceneral Castro when ws had that
fight nesar there.”

“You wers a MaduristaT”

“Yew'm. Machine-gun man. That's & fine
country over thers. Beema llke God Al-
mighty got mixed up and put the Mexlcans
on the wrong side of the Jtio Orande. But
I reckon you haven't seen much of La Feria
sinoe the last revolution broke out.”

*No. We have tried to remain neutral,
but—" Again she beaitated. “Mr. Austin
has ensmies. Fortunately, both sides have
spared La Ferla"

Law shrugged his btroad shouldera. “Oh,
well, tha revolution len't over! A ranch in
Mexioo s my ea of A bad Investment.™
He rose, and, taking his blanket, sought &
favorable spot upon which to spread it
Then he heiped M Austin to her feet—
her muscles has stiffened untll she cowld
barely stand—after which he felehad his
saddle for a pillow, Ho made ne apologies
for hla meager hospitality, nor did his guest
expect any

wh-n he had staked out his hgrses for the
night he returned (o find the waman rolled
anugly in her covering, as in & cocoon. The

knaw something of her history, and to find
hor suing for his protection was quite
thrilling Tales of har pala bonuty were
common and not tames, but she was all
and more than she hid been described
And yet why had no one told him she
was 80 young? Thia wonman's youth and
attractivenessy amnzed him ; he falt that he
had made a startling discovery. Waa she
8e cold, after all, or wns she merely re-
served? Red halr abovea & pure white
facs:; & woman's form wrapped In his
blanket ; ripe red lips caresalng the rim of
his mean drinking cup! Those wara things
to think about Those were ploturea for
A lonely man

Following his first amagxement at be-
holding her had come a fantastle ex-
planation of her presence—I{or & moment
or two It had seemed as If the fates had
taken heed of his yearnings and had sent
her to him out of the dusk—wild fancles,
Ike thess, bother men who are much alone.
Of course he had not dreamed that she
wius the mistress of Las Palmas That
niterod mattors, and yst—they weres to
spend & long idls day together. If the
Mexican did not come, another night like
this would follow, and she was virtually
his prisoner. Perhaps, after all—

Dave Law stirred nervously and sighed

“Don't this beat hellT™ he murmured.

CHAPTER 11
The Ambush

LAIRE AUSTIN slept badly. The day's
hardahips had left thelr traces. The

toxine of fatigue not only polsoned har
miscios with aches and pains, but drugged
har braln and rendered the night & long
ouocsssion of tortures, during whiah wshe
exparianced for a second time the agoniss
of thirst and fatigue and despalr. Extreme
physten) ordoala, ke profound emotional
upheavals, leave imprints upon the brain,
and whils thes body may recover qulokly,
it often requires uun-lti:-rnblu tima to rest
exhausted nerves, The fner the nervous
organimm, the slower (8 the process of re-
cuperation, Like most normal women,
Alalre had & surprising smount of endur-
anoe, both nervous and muacular, but, hav-
ing érywn heavily against ber reserve
forve, she pald the penalty During the
early hours of the night she alept hardly
at all, and as soon as her badlly discomfort
began to decrpase her mind Lecame unruly.
Twice whe rose and lmped to the water
hols for & drink, and It was not untl)
nearly dawn that she dmpped off lnto com-

unconsciousness.  She wams awslened
¥ & punbeam which plerced her leafy shal

lored her up-

e AN

ness tickled her palate. Even tha narvous
switching of her tall was eloquent of pleas
ure.  Meanwhile the owner showed his white
teeth In A smile

“Goodmorning,” sald Mra Auntin,

Law lifted hin hat In a gracoful salute an
ho approached around the edygs of the pool,
hils spurs Jingling musically Thy mare
followed

! W have n fins haras there™

"Yeu'm, Her and me get along all right

hope we didn't waks you, ma'am.™

1 was too tired to sloop woll,*
“Of coures I heard you stirring mbout
during the night.* Law paused, and the
. With sharp ears cocked forward,
ad over hisn phoulder Inguisitively.
*Tell the lady good-morning, Basalo Belle,*
he directed. . The animal flung ts hoad high,
then stepped Torward and, stretching Its
neflk, mniffed doubtfully st the visitor

“What a gracoful bow!™ Mre Austin
lnughed “You taught her that, 1 pre-
mume.*

“You'm! 8ha'd never heen to nchool when
I got her; she was plumb lgnorant tut
aho's got all the airs of o fine lady now,
Sometimes | go without sugar, but Bessle
Helle never doea™

“And you with a swanst tooth™

The Ranger smiled pleasantly. “Shew
an ensy ma o rockin'<chalr We're kind of
ewesthearts, Aln't we kid?™ Again Remsls
Belle tossed her head high “Thoat's ‘veas,’
with the reverss Englini," the speaker ex-
plained “"Now you Just rest yourself,
ma‘am, and order your breakfast. What'll
it be—qunll, dove attontail ¥

“Why—whnlever you can get."

"That ain't the kind of rextaurant we rin
Bessle Bells would sure be offended If
ehe understood you. Ever see anybody eall
A gunafl?™

“Can It really ha doneT™

Law's face brightened
He led his mare down the arroyo, then re-
turned, and, taking hils Winchester from
its scabbard, expiained: *“There's o palr of
toprnote’ on that sido hill waitin® for a
drink Watch "em run inte my lap when
I give thse distress signal of our secret
arder.” Hd skirted the water hols, and
sentod hlimaself with his heels together and
his elbows proppsd upon hin sprend knees
in the millitary position for close shooting.
From where he sat he commanded an un-
obstructed view of the thicket's edge, Next
he molstened his lips and uttered an in-
describable low whistle. At intervals he
repeated the call, while the woman looked
on with interest. Suddenly out of the grams
burst a blue quafl, running with wings out-
stretohed and every feather ruMed angrily
It paussed, thae man's cheaks snuggled
against the stoock of his gun, and the bark
of the thirtythirty sounded loudly, Mra,
Austin saw that he had shot the Httle bird's
head off. She spoke, but he stilled her with
& goenture, threw in a seecond shell, and re-
peated hin maglo eall, Thers wan o longer
walt this time, but finally the performunce
wiks repeatad. The murkaman rose, ploked
up the two birda, and cams back to the
campliug place

“Kind of a lowdown trick when they've
just wetarted housckesplug, ain't ™ he
mmnllsd

Mra. Austin saw that both crested heads
had been cloanly severed "That s quite
wonderful,” she seld “You must be an
unusually good shot.”

“You'm. You oan fool turkeys the same
wWhY Turkeys are easy.”

“What do you sy o them?
them out, all ruffled up®™
ounly.

Law had ona of the birde pleked by Lhils
tima *I tell "em & sanake has got ma 1
reckon each ons thinks the other i In
troubla wnd comes Lo the rescun. Anyhow,
it's & mighty mean trick."

Ha would not permit her to halp with the
breakfiast, so she lay back enjoving the
luxury of bher hard bed and watohing her
host, whoss persobality, now that she saw
him by daylight, had begun to chaliengs
her interest, Of lale yYearm she had pur-
posely avolded men. and clroumstapacs had
not rmmitied her to siudy thoss few she
lad been forced to meet | but now that fate
had thrown her into the company of this
utranger, she permitied soms play to her
curiosity.

Physically Law was an admirable maks—

rubly over six feot In helght, with

“You walt™

What brings
the naked, ouri-

was decidedly tha strongest improssion he
gave. And yet in his face thero was noth.
ing anlmal In & bad sense Certainly 1
showed no grossness The man was wild,
untamed, rather than sensual, and despite
hin carcless uss of the plaina vernacular
o peemead to be rather above the average
In sducation and Intslligence. At any rats,
without being stupidly tongue-tiad, he knaw
enough to remain silent when thers wans
nothing to say, and that was a hlessing, for
Mra Austin herself was not talkative, and
idla chatter distressed her,

On the whole, when Alalre had finished
her analysis she rather ressntad the good
impresaion Law had made upon her, for on
general principles she chose to dlslike and
distrust men. Rising, she walked pain-
fully to the pond and made a Ilelsurely
tollet.

Hrenkfast was ready when ahe returned,
and onos mors the man sat upon his heals
and smoked whils she atsa, Alalre could not
catoh hism eyes upon her, axcept when he
spoke, at which time his gase was direct
and open; yet never did abe feal free from
his Intensesat observation

After'a while ahe remarked: "T'm gind
to sse A RManger In this scounty Thers
has been a ot of stealing down our way,
and the asscciation men can't seem to stop
it. Perhapa you ecan'™

*Tha Rangers have a reputation in that
line,” ha admitted “Thut thare ia staaling
all up and down ths border sinos the war.
You lost any stuff?t™

“Yea. Montly horsea™

“Sure! They need horses In Mexion ™

“The ranchers have organized They
have formed a sort of vigilance committes
In sach town, and talk of using blood-
hounds.*

‘Bioodhounds ain't any good, outmide of
novela.  If beef got soarce, them greasars
would steal the dogs and sat ‘em.” He
ndded, meditatively, “Dog ain't bad eatin’,
sither.”

“Have you tried nRt™

Mr., Law nodded "It wam batter than
sama of the army beef we got in the Philtp-
pinen™ Then, In answer to her unspoken
inquiry, “Yea'm, T merved an enlistmant
l}‘.“'rﬂ -

“You—ware & private soldfer 1™

“Yes'm.™ -

Mra. Austin was incrsdulous, and yat sha
eould not woll express hor surprise without
ton personal an implication. “T can't Im-
agine anybady—that Is, & man ke you, as
a oommaon soldler.”

"Well, T wonn't exactly that,”™ hs grinned.
“No, I was about the most uncommon nols
dier out there. 1 had n speakin' acquaint-
ances with most of the guardhouses in Lhe
Inlands before T got through'

“Put why did you enlist—a man 1ike

ur

“Why T ¥la pondered the quastion. *1
wias young. I guesa 1 nesded tha exolta.
ment. [ have to get about so much or I
don't anjoy my food.”

"Did you join thoe Maderistan for excite-
ment

“Montly. Then, toe, T belleved Panchitn
Miudera was honest and would give the
poone land An homest Mexican in worth
flightin® for anywhere, The pelados arse still
ptrugwling for their land—for that and a
charce to livg and work and be happy.”

Mra, Austin stirred impatiently. ““Thoy
are fighting beeauss they are told to Aght
Thara I8 no patriotism In them” sald she

“T think.”" he snld, with grave dslibarats-
ness, “the majority feel something blg and
vagus nnd powarful stirring inslds them
They Adon't know eoxactly what It s, por-
haps, but it is there Mexlioo has outgrown
her dietators. They have been overthrown
by the sams enuses that bhrought on ths
French Revolution™

“The French Revolution!" Alaire leansd
forward, eying tha mpeaker with startled

mity "You don't talk ke a—Illke an

ted man. What do you know about the
rench Revolutiog?™

Renching for a coal, tha Ranger spoka
without facing her. “T've read a good bit,
ma'am, and I'm a noble listensr I re.
mambar good, too. Why 1 had a pleture of
the Hastille once.” He pranounced It “Bas-
tilly.," and hin hearer settled back. *“*That
wan soma calabooss, now, wasn't 1It™ A
moment Inter he Inquired, ingenuously, *1
don't suppose you ever saw that Bastills,
did vou?t

“No. Only the placs where it stood.™

“Sho'! You must have traveled right
smart for such a young lady.” He beamad
amiably upon haor.

"T was educated abroad, and I enly eame
homo-—to be married.*

Law noted the lifeless way In which ahe
spoks, and he undarstood Tl het you
hablar thoss French and German lingoes
llke & native” hs wventured. “Beats me
how & person can deo "

“You speak Spanish, don't you?™

"Oh, yes. But T was born in Mexloco,
an near us I can make out.™

"And you probably speak some of the
Fllipine dialecta T

“Yea'm, & fow.™

There was something winning about this
young man's modesty, and something flat.
tering In his rospectful admiration. Fe
seomnd, nalso, to know his place, & faet
which was even more In his faver, Un.
doubtedly he hud force and ability; prob.
ably his love of ndventure and a happy lack
of mottied purpose had led kim to negloot
his more commonplace opportunities mnd
nent him first into the army and thence
into the Ranger pervice. ‘The world s full
of such, and the frontler is thelr guthering
place.

“Do you like to read?™ abe asked him.

“Say! 1It's my favorite form of axer
¢les,” Law's blue-gray oyos wers res-
wlonless, his fco was bland “Why?™

“l have a groat many books at Las Pal-
mas. You might enjoy some of them."

“Now that's nloe of you, ma'nm., Mesbbe
I'l look inte this onttle-stealin' In your
nelghborhood, and 1If I do I'll sure coms
berrowin'.*

“Oh, I'll wend you & boxful when I get
back,” sald Alalre, and Duve thanked her
humbly,

Later, whan he went to move his mare
Into & mhady spot, the Ranger chuokied nnd
mlapped his thigh with his hat.

"Bonsle Hells, we'rv golng to improwe
our minde” he sald, sloud. *““We're guing
to be literary and read Pilgrim's Progress'
and ‘Alice in Wonderland.' 1 bet we'll anjoy
'em, shT But—doggone! Bhe's a nice lndy,
;md your cost ls Just the same color as har
alr*

Whers the shade was densest and the
broess played most freely, there Dave flxed
& comfortalile eouch for his guest and
during the hest of the forenson whe dosed.

Asleep she exercimed upon him an even
more disturbing effect than when

hin homor and her utter

him awoke his deapast ehivalry. Then,

the knowledge that her lIfe was un!
indeed tragio, Alled him with o sort of
dering pity. As ha continned to look
her thess feslings grew wuntll Anally
furnsd away his face. With his chin In
hands ho stared out sembarly into the bl

ing heat He had met fow women, of late
years, and never one quits like this—asvelr
one, for instance, who made him fesl so dine
watinfed with his own shortcomings.

After a while he ross and withdrew to the
shelter of another tres, thers to ocontend
hirmsalf with mantal images of hin guesst.

But one cannot aisep weil with &
sun in the heavens, and since there
really nothing for her to do until the
abated. Alsire, when she swoke, obilged
the Ranger to amunsa har,

Although she wan In facet younger than
he, married 1ifs had matured her, and she
treatsd him therefore like & boy, Law did
not object. Mre Austin's position In lfe
was such that most men ware humble in
har presencs, and now her superior wisdom
nosmod to excite the Ranger's Ilvellsst ade
miration Only now and then, na If In an
unguarded momant, did hs appear to forget
himmolf and speak with an authority egual-
ing her own. What he aald at such timen
indicated elther & remarkably retentive
memory or elss an ability to think along
original lines too rare among men of his
kind 1o be eanily creditad.

For instanoe. during a disoussion of the
Mexican situntion—and of course thelr talk
drifted thither, for at the maoment It was
the one vitally inleresting toplo along the
border—he excused the barbarous practices
of the Mexican moldiars by saying:

"Of  courms, they're crusl, vindleties
treacherous, but after all thers are only &
hundred and forty gensrations Latwean us
und Adam; only n hundred and forty lfe-
timea since the Carden of Hden. We alw
llzed pooples are only a lap or two ah
of the uncivilized onea. 'When you think
that It takes ten thousand generations te
dovelop a plant and root out some of Ite
carly heredities, you can sse that human
bolngs have & long way yet to go bhafore
they Lecome perfeot, Wae're creatures. of
environment, just like planta Environment
has mnade the Mexican what he In™

Cortainly this wns an amazing nposch
to imsus from a sun-browned cowboy #it=
ting crosslegged under a mesquits tree.

From under her hat brim Alairs Austin
eydéd the mpeaker with a ouriosity Inte
which there had come & wyague hostility,
Yor the moment she was susplcious and
plqued, but Law did not appear to notios,
and an he talked on her doubts gradually
subnided.

“You nmald, last night, that you wars
born on the other eldeT™ Bhe Inclined her
ruddy hend to the west.

“Yeou'm. My father was & mining man,
and he done well over there until he logked
horns with the Guadalupss, Old Don Ene
rique and him had a run-in At ths fAnish,
over soms land or something, It was when
the dan was gobbling all the property in
the State and Ilaying the founfation for
his big fortune. You know he hud pers

land he cared to, just 11ke the rost of those
looal governora had., Wall, Guadaiups tricd
to ran my peopls eul.” et

“IMd he succeesd "

"No'm. He killed 'em, but they stayed.

"Not—really T The listener was shocked.
“Ameorican oltizens, too?

“Timos wasn't much different then than
now. Thore's planty of good Amarioans
been killed In Mexico and nothing dons
about it. even In our day. 1 don't know
all the details—never could get ‘em, either
—for I wan away at school; but after X
cames back from the Philippines ths M-
dero fuss was just brewing, so I went over
and jolned It, DBut it Aldn't last long, and
thers wasn't enough fighting to sult me
I've been back, off and on, since, and 1'we
burned a good deal of Guadalups property
and swum & good many head of Guada-
lupo stock.*™

Af (he morning progrossed Law proved
himsalf an Interesting companion, and In
spite of the discomforts of the situstion
the hours alipped past rapidly. Luncheon
wus n disngreeahls meal, eaten whils tha
nrroyo baked and the heat devils danoce on
the hills; but the unploasantness was of
brief duration, and Law always managed to
banish boredam, Nor did he seem o waste
n thought upon the nature of that grim.

e
misslon from the President to steal all the "-E %

business which brought him to this place.

Quite the contrary; in the afternoon he put
his mare through her tricks for Aluire's
ediflcation, and gossiped iy of whatever
interceted his guest

Then an tho sun edged to the west and
Mra. Austin became restless, he saddled
Bessle Helle and led her down the gulch
into a safer covert.

Noturning, he ocarefully obliterated afl
traces of the eamp. He watered the ashes
of the fire, guthered up the tell-tale
of paper and fragments of food, and then
when the place suited him fell to sxamins
ing his rifla, '

Alnire watched him with interest.
shall 1 go,” she
do?™

“You just plek out A good cover
the water bole and stay there, ma‘am.
may he n long walt, for something may
have happensd. If so we'll have to e
closs. And don't worry yourself
ma'nm ! he won't make no troubls.* .

The afternoon drew to & closs. Oradus
ally the blinding white glare of the sun
leasened and yallowesd, the shadow of the
biuffs began Lo stretch out
pool Iay sllent, deserted save “for furtive '

“Where
anked, “and what shall £
&

»

el

littie shapes that darted nervously out of |

the leaves, or for winged visitors
dropped out of the alr.

With the sunset thers oame the
of hools upon loose stonss, branches 7
againat broasting bodies, and Mra Austin
caowared low in her hidiog place. But
wis only the advanos guard of a bunch of
brush patlle coming to water
at a'Sintance, and nothing
thirat finally overcamo their
by ons they drifted into might, !
&b thy remotest edge of the tangua,
nlarmed at some Imaginary sight or sounds
went elattering up the ravine T5s

Once agnin the water haln lay

Alaire's motroat was far from  eoms
wble; there wan an anty’ nest somew

thes
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